
Expansion in Eastern Europe

Key-Systems takes over majority 
of Polish domain registrar AZ.pl

With the majority share in the company  AZ.pl, 
the international domain registrar Key-Systems 
strengthens  its  presence  on  the  Eastern 
European market. Key-Systems CEO Alexander 
Siffrin  and  the  AZ.pl  executives  Albert  Jerka 
and  Andrzej  Kostrzewa  signed  a  respective 
agreement last week in Berlin. This investment 
is the third step in Key-Systems' further inter-
nationalization after the foundation of subsidi-
aries in the USA and Mexico. With AZ.pl Key-
Systems wins a strong partner in the growing 
Polish  market.  Both  companies  complement 
each  other  perfectly  in  profile  and  compet-
ences.

Zweibrücken,  10-04-07.  With  Key-Systems'  take-
over of the majority in AZ.pl many attractive busi-
ness opportunities  are formed.  “Our investment in 
AZ.pl is a great success for us – from a strategic 
and  operative  point  of  view”,  says  Key-Systems' 
CEO Alexander  Siffrin.  “With AZ.pl  we  can better 
position our business in Eastern Europe. There are 
direct  synergies in  the day-to-day business which 
we can use – the consolidation of registry accredita-
tions is just one example“. 

Among others, Key-Systems provides AZ.pl. with its 
globally valued technical infrastructure for the fully 
automated  domain  registration.  Thus,  the  domain 
portfolio of the Polish internet service provider (ISP) 
is enlarged to more than 200 domain endings. On 
the other-hand side, the AZ.pl offerings are mostly 

Press Release by Key-Systems page 1 of 3

Press Release

April 7, 2010



targeting end customers and thus expand Key-Sys-
tems' more reseller specific business activity. 

“We will  benefit enormously from the AZ.pl team's 
detailed  knowledge  about  the  Eastern  European 
market“,  Key-Systems  COO  Thorsten  Smeets  is 
convinced. “We have long lasting personal relation-
ships  with  the management  of  AZ.pl.  The profes-
sional and personal competence of the whole team 
perfectly  matches  with  Key-Systems.“ AZ.pl  was 
founded 1996 in Stettin. The company currently ad-
ministers more than 240,000 internet addresses for 
its  customers.  With a market  share  of  above ten 
percent AZ.pl takes rank three of the Polish .PL re-
gistrars.

“The investment of the 12th largest ICANN registrar 
in the world opens up access to its technology and 
experience. We are filled with joy and plans for the 
future”, says AZ.pl Executive Albert Jerka. “AZ.pl's 
strategy is very broad. Soon we will provide our re-
designed  web  site  with  new  products:  a  domain 
marketplace,  “Online Drives“,  internet shops. As a 
next step we are going to run a low margin panel to 
register  domains,  based on the Key-Systems en-
gine. Domain extensions from all around the world, 
numerous of accreditations, low margin on the price 
of registrations and renewals of domains bring an 
element of competitiveness. The synergy of techno-
logy and offers of both entities together with our ex-
perience on the Polish market means a great poten-
tial. With great deference and respect, we ask our 
clients to help us utilize the opportunities.”

The market  of  the  country-code  top-level  domain 
(ccTLD) .PL is one of the strongest growing ccTLD 
markets. In the course of 2009, the number of .PL 
domains increased by 335,000 to a total  of  about 
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1,650,000  (Source:  hosterstats.com).  AZ.pl  is  the 
first ICANN accredited registrar in Poland  with ac-
creditation  for  global  domain  names  like  .COM, 
.NET,  .ORG,  .BIZ,  .INFO,  .ASIA  and  .TEL.  The 
company  is  also  accredited  for  the  top-level  do-
mains  (TLDs)  .PL  (Poland),  .DE  (Germany),  .AT 
(Austria),  .UK  (United  Kingdom),  .CC  (Cocos  Is-
lands) and .TV. The Polish registrar is still headed 
by the Executives Jerka and Kostrzewa after the in-
vestment  by  Key-Systems.  They  will  take  part  in 
forming  the  company's  strategy and  contribute  to 
the further growth of  AZ.pl.  Key-Systems and the 
other,  Polish shareholders will  decide together on 
the future strategic orientation of AZ.pl. 

Key-Systems was one of the first  companies out-
side Poland to offer .PL registrations. The domain 
expert currently takes the second place among the 
non-Polish registrars of .PL domains. Key-Systems 
is an international domain registrar from Germany 
with  subsidiaries  in  the  USA and  in  Mexico.  The 
company belongs  to  the leading  providers  of  do-
main names in Europe; concerning the registration 
of  generic  top-level  domains  such  as  .COM, 
.NET,  .ORG etc.  Key-Systems  takes  rank  two  in 
Europe.  The  registrar  administers  altogether  2.6 
million internet addresses for its clients. 

* * *
This press release is free for editorial use.
 – We would appreciate a voucher copy. – 
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Key-Systems GmbH
Dorothea Marx

Public Relations
Prager Ring 4-12

66482 Zweibrücken
Germany

Phone: +49 6332 79-1902
Fax: +49 6332 79-1851

eMail: dmarx@key-systems.net
Web: http://www.key-systems.net

http://twitter.com/Key_systems
http://www.key-systems.net/facebook

About Key-Systems
Key-Systems GmbH located in Zweibrücken, 
Germany,  was founded by Alexander Siffrin 
in  1998.  The company has  grown  from an 
academic sideline to a successful internation-
al ICANN accredited registrar for internet ad-
dresses. Areas such as a fully automated re-
seller-system and web hosting completed the 
success story. Today with more than 2.6 mil-
lion  domains  under  its  management,  the 
company has reached a leading market posi-
tion, selling domain names, web hosting and 
DNS services to customers all over the world. 
The  latest  product  BrandShelter.com  offers 
companies  and  institutions  special  services 
related  to  domain  administration  including 
services  to  get  their  own  top-level  domain 
(TLD) as this opportunity unfolds in the near 
future. Key-Systems is operating subsidiaries 
in the USA and Mexico.
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